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TIONS IN THE MIDDLE BAST 1934 = 1936. 


INTRODUCTION, 


1. The following record severe my recollections of Sigint Operations against 

the Italian Army in CIRZNAICA during the period 1954, and 1946.. It is nee ae 

40 years ago and I hope that my memory has served me well however there may be some 
small inaccuracies in some of the callesigns of the minor stations and of the 

main operating frequency of the net. 

2. # My team were excellent and trained hard to suceed in reaching the required 
operating standards - many of them in later years added to the.work of WOW5S 
BEAUMANOR and to GCHO. 

3. Looking back, our material shortages and the will to succeed coupled with 

the knowledge that wheat we were doing was the real thing and not an exercise, 


made the effort all the more exciting. 


— 


A.W. Barren, Lt. Col.(Retd) 


25 August 1977. 
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set room of some 20 receivers of 








: varying ans engaged in covering Arabic, Italian and Russian activities. In 


q addition there was a liarconi Adcock HF D/F installation in its small cabin 


sited well away from the main compound and aerial field. It was reached by a 
path leading through a small orange grove and on change of shift in the late 
4 hours of darkness, one was often surprised by a quiet but firm command 'Halt' 
coming from an armed member of the logal Palestine Police on patrol around 
the establis iment. The D/F was used mainly on Russian shipping proceeding to 
a and from the BLACK SEA via the DARDINELIES, 


6. After about 14 days of training on the Red and Green Pad procedures and 


a gaining more experience on the Italian Army and some on the Italian Air 


4 - networks I returned to CAIRO with Captain W Hickman, R. Signals (later 


Brigadier Hickman of VATCHOUTT Radar Braining and Experimental Establishment) 


‘ and L/Cpl Mintram. ‘/ith us we had two general coverage receivers, one a GEC 1150 
3 (?) the other a Hammarlund Super Pro (both DC models), secondary batteries,a 
a small charging engine and sundry small stores and spares. The plan was to proceed 


to MERSA MATRUH and establish an intercept station to cover the Iteli ian Army 
; W/T stations in CIRENAICA, Captain Hickman came with us to MERSA MATRUH to 
introduce us to the Brigade Staff who had recently set up Headquarters there. 
It was a long and dusty journey by rail by courtesy of the igyptian State 
Railways as far a FUKA where the rail ended and thence by even more dust y 
3eton lorry. 

7e The G Int Staff included Captain Majoribanks - Egerton, R. Fusiliers and 
Lieut. Alan Birkbeck, %. Tank Regt. Both spoke Italian and had a considerable 
knowledge of the Italian Army Command and supporting Formations including 
details of a numberg of their Commanders. \/e were introduced to them as being 
the officers to whom we would hand our intercept traffic on a daily basis. 
Mintram and I then left Bde HQ and did a reconnaiscance of the village. It was 


inhabited by a mixture of Arab and Greeks with at least one retired English 


family who ran a small hotel, An empty tumbledown villa on the outskirts was 
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3 found and arrangements were made for us to occupy it and set uo station. 


/ath a simple long wire quickly erected by early evening we cagerly 
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136 By now the station was producing between 50 and 100 signals per day and on 
some days sligntly more than this. Keen vo improve the reception of some of the m 


mobile stations which had opened up at KUIFRA OASIS and OVENAT OASIS also at 


GIARABUB and BIR HACHEIN I decided to try another two acrials of a different 





type and orientation. Our supply of aerial gear was very limited and we had 


a no more insulators available. ‘e overcame this small problem by sawing off 


Z 


4 the handles of a few spare tootbrushes and drilling a hole in the other end. 


ae A 
4 The results with the new aerials were marginally better than before on some of 


the stations. 
14 About this time two very interesting signals were intercepted, They 


concerned the taking into custody by the Italians of a british officer, his 
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*oree) with his cre na their truck, The second was some four or five hours 


a later from BENGHAZI to AMSEAT to the effect that they were to be handed over to 
: the British Consul in SO.LUM. The above two signals caused great excitement 
: 


% _at both Bde and Div HH. where I was driven by car with Lieut Birkbeck, 
a A eker 
‘3 About a week 1 saw Major Kennett at Bde HY! and I asked him what had happened. 


He said that he was on patrol down the frontier near ANSEAT with a 15 ewt 


LMG mounted vehigle when he saw what appeared to be an abandonned FIAT truck 


5) 


of similar tyne. Getting off of his vehicle to do a recce with the idea of 


= 


' towing the Italian vehicle away he soon found the position reversed and he 


: with his crew and truck were taken into custody by a larger number of well 
: armeditalian soldiers who had appeared from nowhere, A short time after the 
i 


: above events we received a visit from the Divisional Commander General Howard 
accompanied by the Commander R. Signals Lt. Col J.L,. Henderson and one of 


his officers Lieut Donald “hind (later at WI 8). The General was very 


interested in the work we were doing and in particular in a map of CIRuNAICA 
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